COMPARISONS (EEFZ)

A comparison (%41i]) is when two or more things are compared (#jii]) with each other. This handout will show many different comparative (#%¥ii]) grammar patterns, in
a comparatively (fi7]) small space. When comparing, it is important to differentiate (X 4)) between statements of fact (2§K) and of opinion (%&72). When stating an opinion, it
is best to begin with “I think...” (&%&. . . ), “l believe...”, or “I feel that...” (F&iIA H. . . )and then make the comparison.

BASIC FORMS C(EERHBEBISSEF4D

1. A isAdj-erthanB_. OR 2. Aismore Adj.thanB . (A tt B JE&id. )

When are forms 1 and 2 used? When the adjective (Adj. / F£%%1i) is a short word, such as “big”, “-er” may be added to the end of the word (to

make words like “bigger”, “smaller”, “faster”, “slower”, etc.). l.e. 1. China is bigger than the USA.

When the adjective is a long word, such as “beautiful”, the word “more” must be used before it, as the word “beautifuller” does not exist (N17-7E).
l.e. 2. She thinks Hong Kong is more beautiful than Beijing. It usually sounds strange (%-%) when the word “more” is put in front of short
adjectives. (No native speaker would ever say “China is more big than the USA”.) There are some adjectives, however, which can be used with
either form, and sometimes short words, such as “fun” (&£t JL), must use the second form.

3. A isnotasAdj.asB . OR 4. A isless Adj.thanB_. (A % B [iK] JE&i. )

When speaking, form 3 is used more often than form 4, as many adjectives sound strange when used in form 4. i.e. 3. She is not as tall as he is. 4.
Bicycles are less expensive than cars.

Note that when speaking of quality (JiiZ) in terms of “good” or “bad”, one must use the words “better” or “worse” to compare in forms 1 and 2, but
not 3 or 4.

To say how much more or less Adj. something is, we can use a few, simple adverbs (Blli#). A tt B JE&EHE 52 /27 /—ri. =A ismuch/a
lot / a little (more) Adj.(-er) than B . i.e. China is a little bigger than the USA. She thinks Hong Kong is much / a lot more beautiful than Beijing.
She is not quite as tall as he is (not quite = Z:— £ 1i). Bicycles are much less expensive than cars.

FOOD AND DRINK (GFZEFo4eEH

Tosay “A_ kb B 1702/, we cannot say “A_is more delicious than B because “delicious” already means “R#F1Z” or “very good to eat”
(rarely do we use “delicious” to describe [4i&] a drink). If you are comparing two things which you don’t really like (4~ /54 5-%K) to eat (or drink),
such as vodka (fR4:51m) and beer (WL77), to say that one is more delicious than the other is to say that you like them both a lot (when in fact you only
want to say one is less disgusting [i+} }X]). When comparing the flavors (#£i&) of foods and drinks, it is best to use this form:

1. (1think) A_tastes better than B_. i.e | think Chinese food tastes better than western food. (F#75H & L IG&LTIZ. )
2. (I don’t think) A _ tastes as good as B_. OR (I think) A _ doesn’t taste as good as B_. i.e. | don’t think western food tastes as good as
Chinese food. OR 1 think western food doesn't taste as good as Chinese food.

For our drink example above, we could say: | think beer tastes better than vodka, but | don’t really like to drink either one.

NUMBERS AND UNITS (Z<FF0E4 50)

For more exact (%) comparisons, the following ('~ i f¢)) forms are used to show the number of units by which A and B are different. Units often
used include (2.4%): PERIODS OF TIME (H}[i1]) such as years, months, weeks, etc., LENGTHS (K &) such as meters, inches, feet, miles,
millimeters, etc., and WEIGHTS (ZE &) such as grams, kilograms, pounds, ounces, etc., and SIZES (K /]v) of clothes, etc.

1. A is# Units (more)Adj.(-er) than B . (A [t B JEFii & HJG. ) i.e. Sheistwo years older than | am. (fhtbF K# 2. ) Carsare
thousands of dollars more expensive than bicycles. (XZEL BAT4 )L T 270, )

To show a relatively (A% #]) large difference we can say the multiple (£5%%) of the difference. Note (33 &) that the word “twice” is often used to
say “Pif%” instead of “two times”.

2. A is#_times (more)Adj.(-er)than B . OR 3. A is# timesasAdj.asB . (A [k B JEZE T f%. ) ie. Carsare 100 times more
expensive than bicycles. Cars are 100 times as expensive as bicycles. My parents are two times older than | am. My parents are twice as old as | am.

(BB AR LE IR A MIf . )

MUCH, MANY, MORE ()

Tosay “A Lk B £ is very complicated (&2 7%) in English. This kind of sentence will often begin with “There is” or “There are”, depending on
whether the noun (44 1) being compared is a non-count or count noun (R %/ 4417). To say how much/many more of something there is/are, the

adverbs in parentheses () can be added. For non-count nouns, a number and a unit may replace the adverb. A number alone may replace the adverb
in sentences with a count noun.

Non-count: There is (a little/a bit, much/a lot, a great deal) more/less A_than B . i.e. There is a lot more water than land on earth. (MbER[FIZK
btz fi£. )

Count: There are (a couple, a few, several, many/a lot, far/way) more/less/fewer A _than B_. i.e. There are many more people in the east of
China than in the west. (T'E&RIBIIANLLIEILLEL. )




To emphasize (1) what something (Sth.) has more or less of, the following form may also be used, with the same adverbs and numbers as above

(k1m):
A _has more/less/fewer Sth.than B_. i.e. The earth has much more water than land.
To emphasize what place has more or less of something, we can use this form:

There is/are more/less/fewer Sth. in A _than (in) B_. i.e. There is a great deal more rain in Sichuan than in Gansu. (YEPY I F R ELH R £ 14
Z.)

(THE) MOST (&)

The superlative (% 2% ) forms of adverbs and adjectives show the #1 highest degree of something. Note that when speaking of quality (it ) in
terms of “good” or “bad”, one must use the words “best” or “worst”. Adding what kind of noun A _is, what A _is being compared to are both
optional (fifi = f¥1) but may add clarity (% 4%).

1. A_is the (most) Adj.(-est) (441d) (in the...). l.e. Russia is the biggest country in the world. ({22 1A i KE S . ) We all think
she is the most beautiful. (T&AI #8543 JE BRI =2 . ) His grades are the worst in his class. (fth %45 & 7EAR I BERAG. )

2. A_FhiA the (most) Adj.(-est) (in the...). l.e. She speaks the most quietly in the class. (7 X ANBE 3% 3 (1) e 2o )

3. A _is (more) Adj.(er) than any other £4i. l.e. Russia is bigger than any other country. (%2 rtb g HiA E xR H# K. )

4. A_ i more BJid than any other £4438. l.e. He plays basketball better than any other student. (f47 ¥ ER4T 753 L6 Jrfy Hoe 10 A 480 )
Gansu has sunny days more often than any other province. (H 7 I HIK LT A HIHIE #8% . )

THE SAME (—Ff)

To say two things are equally (#H%%¢)) something, we can use these forms:

1.A and B _areequally E&if. OR 2. A is (just/exactly) as JEZia as B . i.e. She and I are equally smart. She is just as smart as | am.
(MR —FER T, )

3. There is/are (just/exactly) as much/many A_as B . i.e. There is just as much salt as there is sugar. CEEFIBE—FEZ. ) There are as many
boys as girls. (FHARMLAE—FZL. )

4. A 3 (just/exactly) as Bl as B_ (does). i.e. She plays soccer as well as they do. (45 2 ERFIfAT]—HE4F . )

Adding “just” or “exactly” before the first “as” means they are Wil —F:JE 251 o

BOTH, ALL, NEITHER, NONE (EB3/#371)

We often group things together ({# 5= A/3: 34145 4) which are the same, do or don’t do the same thing. Which word we use depends on whether
there are two or more nouns being grouped and whether the group does or does not do (is/isn’t) something.

2Nouns: 1. A and B_are both... OR BothA_andB_are... 2. A _and B_both 3}jifl. OR Both A_and B_ #}jif. l.e. 1. (Both) She and I
are (both) 21 years old. (MhAIFHS —+—%'. ) 2. (Both) Cats and dogs (both) eat meat. (JHFIFIHIZA . ) 1. They are both boys. Both of them
are boys. (flfiTP #2524, ) 2. We both speak English. Both of us speak English. (I&AITPIAN# i D85 . )

3 or More Nouns: 3. (A, B, C, etc.)areall... 4. (A, B, C, etc.) all 31, l.e. 3. She, her friend, and I are all 21. 4. Cats, dogs, and tigers all eat
meat. 3. They are all boys. All of them are boys. (fltf/1[3 2 1#F /&% 4. ) 4. We all speak English. All (three, four, etc.) of us speak English.
(FAB 2B E. )

2 Nouns: 5. Neither A_or/nor B_is... 6. Neither A or/nor B_ i, l.e. 5. Neither China or Japan is a western country. (" [EF1 H A#A
VI IE S . ) 6. Neither she nor | drink tea. Neither of us drinks tea. (MtFIFRFEAIEZE . TRATHAFAIE L. )

3 or More Nouns: 7. None of (us, them, these, those) is/are... 8. None of (us, them, these, those) #}jidl. None of these pens are red. (fEIXY42E
T — 4L, ) None of them can speak Cantonese. (il 1#5A2xit) 4if. )

VERBS (hiF]) AND ADVERBS (8Uis])

To compare how well, much, often, etc. two people or things do something, the adverb “more” can often be put before the adverb which modifies
(f&4fi) the main verb (= [/ 5h). When comparing quality, however, “more” is replaced by “better” or “worse”. Note that verbs like “look” and
“seem” are modified by adjectives, so they do not use these forms.

1. A_zhid (a little/a bit, much/a lot, a great deal/far/way) more Elli# than B_ (does). l.e. She works far more quickly than they do. (ib T{FEt
flfi 182 T . ) Chinese people play ping pong a lot better than | do. (1 AT feeBk4T 1 LLIRITFA4 £ . ) He eats a bit more than she does. (1l
NZAF b 2 —ri. )

2. A does not 33 (quite, nearly, even close to) as FlJid as B (does). l.e. They do not work even close to as quickly as she does. | don’t play
ping pong nearly as well as Chinese people do. She doesn’t eat quite as much as he does.




