International Relations: Drones and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) T&ARML

The first “kill” by an American UAV was on Oct. 7", 2001, in Afghanistan. Since then, drones have become the preferred
tool of U.S. counter-terror strategy by presidents George W. Bush & Barack Obama. There are thus far no signs that Pres.
Trump has reduced or intends to reduce their deployment. Estimates of death tolls JBEME  from drone strikes from 2009 to
present range from 2,000 to over 6,000. In 2017, an estimated 500 civilians were killed in U.S. military strikes, many or
perhaps even most by armed UAVs. Their use and legality, however, have been highly secretive 2458 and controversial
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Advantages of UAVs over “Manned Aircraft” - Drones are much cheaper to manufacture than large aircraft and
can loiter for very long periods of time. Drone strikes have an air of high-tech prestige about them and are often presumed
to be more precise than conventional airstrikes.

Controversies - Drones reduce the costs of using force internationally. The use of force may become a first resort

instead of a “last resort” (N5 Z ). Contrast with nuclear weapons, which are highly destructive and imprecise:
drones are more likely to be used because they cause relatively little collateral damage and can be undetectable.
Furthermore, under the “Global War on Terror”, drone strikes have pursued “enemy combatants” and suspects with terrorist
“signatures” outside of active war zones. Legally, a debate continues about whether drone strikes should be regulated under
laws of peacetime or war.
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