Discussion Question: Why don't poor people (who greatly outnumber rich people) vote
for a president who will tax the rich and give money to the poor?

class warfare & “punishing success” [fr£f /4 “job creators” (rich people who employ
lots of people) liberal democracy (republics with reserved minority rights to protect
against “the tyranny of the majority” % %% ¥;) VS. majoritarian £ % 1 Y democracy
(sometimes also elite VS. populist)
moral hazardiE fEXUK  (H1THOR AT REAS AT 42 i B A XU )
single-issue voter “voting one's pocketbook™ " [ f " 2
wedge issuesiiil i 3 2417 i

e
Movie/Book: What's the Matter with Kansas? % IKF :/H\:J:I: J/E:{ /A. T D

Book: “From Voting to Violence” (New democracies are often majoritarian, and
nationalist demagoguestizh¥; HHEE.LME% attract voters by being more and more
extreme. This makes them more likely to be violent and warlike.)

Conservatives in the USA (often in a coalition as The Republican Party): Neo-cons
(Foreign policy hawks/neoconservatives); “Theo-cons” (Socially conservative
Christians, especially Evangelicals); Fiscal conservatives (“Tea Party” low-tax, small
government, individual liberty activists)

“Social issues” tend to be easier to understand than economic or security issues because
they effect everyone on a personal level, and almost all the facts are contested or
ambiguousfEiAE % A /Y . They also use morality to paint one side of a “wedge issue” as
good and the other side as evil. This moral clarity i} 5 X allows some “single-
issue voters” to base their vote on a candidate's position on just one issue they care about
deeply. Single-issue voters tend to be less educated and focused on things like gun rights,
abortion, LGBTQ issues, welfare policy, being “soft or tough” on crime, etc.

Discussion Question: Why does the USA have so much gun violence? (Note that other
countries like Canada can also own guns legally.)

The 2nd Amendment: HYPERLINK "http://dict.cn/The second amendment says%3A “A
well regulated Militia%2C being necessary to the security of a free State%2C the right of
the people to keep and bear Arms%?2C shall not be infringed 2E"
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assault riflez¢ii 44 background checks?y 5t#% %fconcealed carry laws “Fhasi8HiH 31k
4 handgunF#: huntingfF5 mass shootings KARFIRAE musket 33 H National
Rifle Association (NRA) 2 [H [E K RMmEIE T2

NRA sloganskiiz & “talking points™i% 5 )i il: “Guns don't kill people; people kill
people.” “People die of _ all the time. Why don'tyouban 7 “Gun laws don't
work. Did the "War on Drugs' end our drug problem?” “If you criminalize gun
ownership, only criminals will own guns.” “The real problems are not enough gun
training and mental health treatment for crazy people.” “Concealed-carry laws would
have prevented .7 “Only a good guy with a gun stops a bad guy with a gun.” More
guns will solve the problem, etc. Texas, with its liberal gun laws, is a good example of a
social experiment for these arguments.

Movies: Bowling for Columbine

How bad is gun violence in the USA?
HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/14/upshot/compare-these-gun-death-

rates-the-us-is-in-a-different-world.html? r=0"http://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/14/

upshot/compare-these-gun-death-rates-the-us-is-in-a-different-world.html? r=0

Being Kkilled with a gun here:
Is about as likely as

Death il.
dying of in the U.S. catis per i
El Salvador Heart attack 446.3
Mexico Pancreatic cancer 121.7
United States Car accident* 31.2
Chile Motorcycle accident 14.3
Israel Building fire 7.5
Canada = Alcohol poisoning 5.6
Ireland Drowning in a lake, river e
or ocean
Netherlands = Accidental gas poisoning 2.3
Contact with a thrown or
Germany . . 2.1
falling object
France Hypothermia 2.0
Austria Drowning in a swimming D
pool
Australia Falling from a building or .
structure
China = Plane crash 1.6
. Exposure to excessive
Spain 1.6

natural heat



New Zealand = Falling from a ladder 1.5
Poland = Bicycle-car crash 1.1
Contact with agricultural

0.9
England machinery )
Norway Acc1denta.1 hanging or 0o
strangulation
Iceland = Electrocution 0.6
Scotland = Cataclysmic storms 0.5
South Korea Being crushed or pinched o

between objects
Japan = Lightning strike 0.1

HYPERLINK "http://wonder.cdc.gov/controller/datarequest/D76"Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, HYPERLINK "http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/tools/
interactive-map-charts-on-armed-violence.html"Small Arms Survey

When does life begin?
Options: 1) conception 2) heartbeat or other prebirth stage 3) birth 4) up to 1 year-old
as in some traditional cultures 5) adulthood (i.e. not until independent from parents)

adoption}{ F§ conception3% Zf(sperm¥i Fmeets egg) fetusfif )L (female)
infanticide 333 4 3L, 54 Bt A 3L, miscarriageiﬁfZ partial-birth abortion:[i4 4 i ii
7“4 Planned Parenthoodil-%]4: & “Pro-Choice” (favor rights to legal, safe abortion)
VS. “Pro-Life” (anti-abortion) rape & incesti itF, KLA& Roe V. Wade (Supreme
Court decision which legalized abortion nationally) % {Jtif$: {2 trimester 410+

e JE )1 “the unborn” iR H AR Y

Movies: Lake of Fire, Juno, Freakonomics



