
Oberlin College EXCO Co urse Syllabus: Spring 2003
 
Course Title: Adult Th emes--Juvenile Medi a (EXCO 607)
 

BASIC INFORMA TION: 

Course Coo rdinato r - Juli an .Lee@oberlin .edu (440) 774-6027, OC MR 1788 
Cou rse Meeting Times and Location - Wednesdays @7-9pm in King 243 

Catal og Description - This course will ex am ine how the media of a nimation, cla yrnation , and puppetry have transcended their 
tradit ional roles as juvenile education and entertainment. Examples range from large-s cale commercial vehicles, the works that 
allowed some to direct such wo rks later, and ama teur works cre ated by students not unlike ourselves. Dis cussion will focu s on both 
substance and s tyle, but work s so lely of nov el style will not be treat ed . DISCLAIMER: Though elements of each may cree p in, this 
is NOT a co urse in porn ograph y, ani me, nor kitsch thereof. 

COURSE PURPOSE, GOALS, AND OBJECTIVES: 

Thi s will leave no doubts . To ex pand the catalog description, th is co urse will address the same issues as many more academic classes, 
but likely in a more acce ss ible, colorful, playful manner. Main objectives of the course are to famili ariz e the students with a wide 
variety of media, and to dis cu ss the adv antages and dis ad vantages of using a g ive n med ium to address an iss ue. In additi on , the 
criteria for televi sion and MPAA ratin gs will be examined critica lly, with respect to class selections. T he co urse materials are often 
provocative and co urse to the extent of be ing intentionally offe nsive . . . though put more positively, the y will not leave the viewer 
indi fferent. Could feas ibly serve as an introduction as to "Ho w to be a geek" . 

CLASS DYNAMICS: 

Kaboom! We will meet once a week for two hours . Th ou gh the coordinator will do thorough research on each example and topic in 
the course , he acknowledges that any number of those enroll ed co uld at any given tim e know more abo ut the topi c than the 
coo rd ina tor. This said , an introduction and debriefing will be given before and after each piece, durin g which the coordinator will 
present all known and pertinent information . After each, the flo or will be open to additions and opinions from the students. It is 
hoped that discuss ion s will ofte n be fruitful but never mon opol ized . Inevitably, puerile hijinx will ens ue, but it will be kept 
co nstructive . 

CONTENT OUTLINE: 

Structure - Here's the lesson plan. The first part is both more British and whol esome, the middle has more television co nnections,
 
and the third is flat- o ut disgu sting. Gen eral topi cs of interest, whi ch will be addressed in most every ca se, include:
 
-The use of music--7The vas t majorit y of the selections, indeed all the full-length features, are musical s. Wh y is this, and must it be
 
so ?
 
-Boys onJy ?.-7Thi s co urse features no female directors, and the content of man y of the pieces is sex ually exploitati ve. Is th is a fault in
 
the course, in the medi a, in society?
 
o Atte ntion spans.-7 Are they Shortening? Is animation just a method of saving on special effects over Iive-action explosion s? How do
 
the works, especially lon ger ones, offset the effects of styli stic novelty wearing off after a certain point? What does it mean to be
 
"cartoonish"?
 
-"Underground" o r " Sell-out't-s An attempt has been mad e to sample both the indep endent and commercial ex tremes of animation
 
wit hout retreading too much of what most have already see n (i.e. Disne y). Wh ere in this spectrum does eac h piece fit?
 
-The Burning Ouestion-s Is animation ev er sepa rable from its juvenile connotation s, or can the med ium " never gro w up" ?
 

WEEK I: The Beatles ' : Yellow Submarine (George Dunnin g). Synopsis-60' s psychedelic cartoon classic for the whole family 
Topics of Discussion- -Power of music, pain of silence & censorship -Beatlemani a -Farnily entertainrnent -Cartoons and Drugs -The 
Nowhere Man -Al most /10 female charact ers. 

WE EK 2 : Wa llace and Gro mit (Nick Park) . S- bumbling clay man and genius dog have Engli sh misad ventures . T OD- -Tedium and 
shortcuts of cla y -What is "family entertai nme nt"? Wh at are its gu idelines? -Is Disney (still or was it ev er) wholesome? Address 
issues of Walt's pro-Nazi sm, animal abuse, later films' subliminal innuendoes. -D oes it disturb anyo ne else that "Th e Wiz ard of Oz" 
co ntains footage of a sui cide? 

WEEK 3: When the Wind Blows (Jimmy T . Murakami). S-Easily our most de pressingly somber se lec tion.. .an elderly , anima ted, 
rural Briti sh couple da wdles throu gh a nuclear holocaust. T OD- -animated dram a -ignorance of elderly , rural, British (separately and 
together in the film ) -C ivilian ' s view s of international co nfl ict, nucle ar war -What wo uld Da vid Bowie do (wwdbd?)? 



\VEEK 4 : Animations of Monty Python' s F lying C ircus (Ten y Gilliam) & Variou s ex per ime nta l inte rne t animatio n (i.e. AY BABTU, 
Evan M ath er' s Sta r Wa rs F igu rine ShQrts) . S- mixed bag of shorts and apo loge tic ca tch-a ll fo r so re omissio ns . .. most experime nta l of 
the bunch. TOD- -D adaisrn ? -The "undergro und" -can anybody do thi s stu ff? -Parody of Japanese culture (or a t least its m usic, 
vid eo games, and an ima tio n) -Mini mal Star Wa rs d isco urse 

\VEE K 5: Pee Wee 's P layh ouse (Paul R euhe ns) . S-La te 80 ' s Sa turday morning mad ness w ith every medium imagin able mi xed w ith 
live ac tio n, va riety-s how sty le with rec urr ing charac ters . T OD- -sca ndal and co mebacks in chi ldhoo d entertainment olive-a cti on 
childhoo d enterta inme nt -Manchildren -Social co nseque nces of liking thi s sort of th ing as an adult 

WEEK 6: My stery Sc ience T heater 30 00 Sho rts (Jo e l H Qd gson , Michael 1. Nelson). S- scie nce fict ion puppetry lambas ts fifti es publi c 
service broa dcasts (in lieu of bad mo vies for sake of tim e). TOD- -bad movies and how society treats them - rnidwestern sa tirical 
tendencies -Postrnodern scie nce metaficti on and simi lar hooey 

WEEK 7: T he Si mpso ns (Ma tt G roen ing). S-Longest- runn ing animated television show. I he ar they mi ght be good. TOD -oSecrets of 
success -Sati re -Mu lticultural div ersity an d stereotypes -It ch y & Scratch y -F land ers' biograph y in Christia n Science Mon itor 

\VEEK 8: SPUMCO ! (John KricfaJusi ). S-Ren & Stimpy (animated dog and cat have misadve ntures fo r Nicke lodeon), a vis it to 

S pu mcos we bs ite, and a Bjork mu sic video, TOD- oLaz iness in anima tio n -V iolence -Anirnated m us ic videos -Mu sic of Raym ond 
Sc ott in an imation 

\VEEK 9: So uth Park : Bigger. L ong er. and Uncut (Ma tt Sto ne. Trey Parker). S-new kings of pop -offensi ve animation say wh at's 
wrong with America. TO D-oIrreverence an d intentional offe ns ive ness -Pr ofan ity and ce nso rs hip -Horn osexual humor fo r the masses 
oUS-Can ad a relation s 

WEEK 10 : Spike & Mi ke ' s S ick & T w isted Fes tiva l Qf An imatiQn (Spike & M ike ). S-co Jlec tion of highl y -offen sive shorts , generally 
and objective ly of little mo re than sh ock val ue. TOD- -Anirnated gore and violence -What are the limit s of taste? 

W EEK 11: I M arr ied a S tra nge Pers on (Bill P lym pto n) . S-gen- x co uple gains power to save or de stroy the worl d via a ma gic mole
 
growi ng on the husb and ' s neck . Exp lic it fun indeed. TOD-oCQrporati zati on -M ili tar isrn -M arri ed life , inlaw relat ions -Ani mated
 
desire to take over the wo rld
 

----""::: ­

WEEK 12: Meet the Feebles. (Peter JacksQn). S-m uppets on crack . ReaJly that and more in a var iety sho w go ne wron g. T OD ­
. -Puppets and porn , dru gs -repen ting of independent past or se lling out? (Pls Lord of the Rings) -Worthless Fi lth? 

Recommended Readinl:s - A link to these wi Jl be attached to a weekly class e-mail and will pro vide background as well as
 
discussion mate ria l.
 

WEEK 1: Article- The Hid den Stories Behind ' Ye llow Sub mari ne.'; By: Hie ronimu s, Ro bert R .., Bi llboard, 09/11/99, Vo l. 111 Issue
 
37, p13, (2 pages)
 
WEEK 2: Article- B ringi ng Wall <lce & Gro mit to life .; By: A tki n, Ross ., C hristian Science M oni tor , 5/12/98 , V ol. 90 Issue 116 , p8
 
W E EK 5: Article- WhQ ki lle d Pee Wee. (cover sto ry); By: Wil kinson , P .., Roll ing Sto ne , 10/3/91 Issu e 614, p36 (6 pages)
 
WEEK 6: Article- R obocri tics wk e ni ght.; By: Corliss, R ich ard. , Time, 4/22 /96, Vol. 147 Issue 17, p8 1 (2 pages)
 
WEEK 7: Arti cle- Sa int Flanders . (cover story); By: P insky, Mark 1.., C hristia nity Tod ay, 02 /05/200 1, Vol. 45 Issue 2, p28 (7 pages)
 
WEEK 8 : Art icle- Master of the cult cartoon.; B y: B arrier, Michael., Na tion 's Bu sin ess, Jun98, Vol. 86 Issue 6, p83
 
WEEK 9: Article- So uth Park's Solar A nus. or, Ra belais Returns: C ultures of Consum pt ion and the Contemporarv Ae sthet ic of
 
Obscenity.; By : Larsen, D avid. , T heory, C ulture & Society, 2001, Vo l. 18 Issue 4, p6 5, (1 8 pages)
 

Assi2nments - It is hop ed that the cl ass will touch on something that a stude nt has al ways wa nted to treat in an aca demic paper.
 
G iven the ease of ranting and be coming non- academic, ple ase writ e a SHORT ESS AY (max. 5 pa ges), pre ferably on works an d/or
 
iss ues covered in class . Th e du e date wi Jl be decid ed in the first session of class: . In additio n, each class w ill begin with a
 
st and ard ized (a nd brie f) wr itten revie w of the ma teria l from the previous ses sion . The review will pr ovide feedback to the instructor
 
bo th in terms of what stude nts think (a nd ma y not have di scussed ) of materi als and what as pec ts made for fr uitful discussion.
 

Materials - An op en mind pa ired with a renewed sense of childhood whimsy are plu sses but no t requ ired .
 

COORDINATOR'S PREEMPTIVE APOLOGY: I am sorry only to have in cluded wo rks that I like a Jot (tho ug h sur el y in
 
tradem ark exco fas hion) . T his ca me at the ex pe nse of such notables as Beavis and Butthead, Roger Ra bbit, Fritz the Ca t, Heavy
 
M eta l, The Nightmare Befor e Chri stmas, and so on. Every effort wi ll be made to allot time to discuss works om itted onl y by my own
 
ignorance o r lack of exposure an d tas te .
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